
M A R K  YO U R  T E R R I T O R Y  
(P H Y SI CAL  BR AN CH ) -  ANDR E W  Q UI TM E Y E R  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Mark Your Territory arose as a meditation on the design of staking claims in physical 
spaces. Eons ago we left the rich, complex system designed by our animal brethen as 
our olfactory senses dulled. 
 

TARGET BEHAVIOR 

Declaring oneself "at" a location via Foursquare. Claiming partial ownership of a 
physical place by sending a digital signal concerning the targeted place's virtual 
presence. 
 

 
 

ALTERATION OF BEHAVIOR 

Creating a method of alerting others to one's presence at a physical place that is 
grounded in the physicality of the actual place. Taking this digital pissing contest back to 
the real world. 
 
Inspiration 

 Foursquare 

 Animal Chemical Signals 
 
 

NEW BEHAVIOR SCENARIO 

A user of the Mark Your Territory system (MYT), Marcy, walks up to a desired location, 
a McDonalds. To perform a physical check in, Marcy pulls out one of her custom "Mark 
Your Territory" tags from her pocket. She then plants the pointed end into the ground 
near the building, and does her best to urinate on the target. The target changes colors, 



a QR code is revealed, and the dry seeds stored inside the marker are activated to 
germinate. In the upcoming digital/physical hybrid version this act will also check you 
into foursquare. 
 

 
Now passers-by note that "Marcy was here." They can examine the color for clues to 
her diet and hormone levels, scan the QR code to learn more about her digital presence 
(the digital version of sniffing). They can also determine the amount of time passed via 
signs of disintegration of the paper and growth of the seeds. 
 
 

FEATURES 

Check-In Gradient 
An animal wandering through a woods may intermittently mark areas to different 
extents. Perhaps it is in a hurry and only had time for a quick tinkle on a log, but in trees 
near its dwelling area it makes sure to thoroughly excrete onto each spot. 
Foursquare's ability to claim territory does not explicitly permit these varying levels of 
interaction; you have either "Checked-in" to a place or not. Several factors demonstrate 
the full gradient of location ownership available with the MMT system: 



 

 
 

 To fully check in, you need to focus and save up urine in order to make the 
largest declaration. No insignificant action will allow you to claim ownership to a 
locale; you must perform! 

 An opaque silver layer of Gouache covers the QR code on your label. Focus, 
aim, and volume is required to unveil the code beneath. Passersby will be 
hindered at learning more about you if your performance is poor. 

 If you don't saturate the labels thoroughly, you may not be able to activate the 
embedded seeds and begin the germination process. 

(for the digital hybrid version) 

 The level of conductivity is controlled by how wet you make the tag. Low levels of 
conductivity give lower valued comments when your phone auto-checks into 
foursquare for you. 

 If you don't get it above a certain threshold it will not even check in at all for you! 
 

 



 
Unbiased Profiles-pH Visualization 
In the animal kingdom, urination is not merely a declaration of "This is mine." The 
chemical composition of the excrement contains much information concerning the 
animal's diet, hormone levels, and genetic makeup. In this way, the markers serve also 
as unbiased channels of personal information in order to attract mates, ward off 
competitors, and inadvertently convey physical other physical characteristics. 
 
Since humans are not as equipped to detect these slight chemical indications 
olfactorially, each marker is treated with a litmus dye that tends to be responsive to 
urine. This gives a quality of visceral visualization to these tags which a user is unable 
to directly control.  
 
"In people who are not vegetarians, the pH of urine tends to be acidic. A diet rich in citrus fruits, 

legumes, and vegetables raises the pH and produces urine that is more alkaline." 
http://www.rnceus.com/ua/uaph.html 
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Cross-Species Communication (Actual Urine) 
Our fellow animals outside of the species Homo sapiens are locked out of our digital 
doings. How is the local fauna to know that you are the mayor of the Midtown 
McDonalds? With the MYT system and using your own actual urine, the animals can 
use their improved senses to know where you've been! 
 
Ephemeral/Competition 
Foursquare encourages repeat visits to a location by assigning rewards (Mayorships) to 
the top checkers-in within a certain time period. 
The scent that an animal leaves on an area eventually fades, causing the creature to 
return to its claimed areas over and over again to maintain its ownership. 
Mark Your Territory's tags are designed for transience. They are rapidly 
biodegradeable, so keeping up the dominance of a region requires frequent return 
visits. Meanwhile, competitors and/or janitors may of course always physically discard 
your markers. Thus the maintenance of your physical reputation is much more 
demanding (though possibly more rewarding) than a digital one. 
 
 
Environmental Restructuring 
Though one's mark eventually fades in the real world, a person's influence on the future 
of a particular environment is permanent. By embedding moisture-activated seeds into 
each marker, you can influence your location on a broader timescale. In the near future, 
we will be able to enhance the bio-tagging by giving each user special seeds whose 
genetic makeup includes a watermark containing their profile information. Thus years in 
the future, others would be able to take quick genetic samples of the plants and 
determine who won the "mayorship" in the ambient flora department. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/Scientists-create-first-synthetic-cell/Article1-
547246.aspx 
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Non-Sexism 
With training, women can utilize the MYT system just as well as males. 
"Pissing contests usually, but not always, take place between males. Sarah Miles, in her 
book Serves Me Right describes a female pissing contest that she witnessed in Spain. 
This was a "distance" contest like the usual male ones." 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pissing_contest 
For more information on how females can "Pee Standing without Devices" 
visit: http://web.archive.org/web/20030604104917/restrooms.org/standing.html 
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